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Sides 

The European Border and Coast Guard Agency, hereafter referred to as “Frontex”, 

represented by its Executive Director, Mr Fabrice Leggeri, of the one side, 

and  

The European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Training, hereafter referred to as “CEPOL”, 

represented by its Executive Director Mr Detlef Schroeder, of the other side, 

Hereinafter referred or individually as the ‘Side’ and collectively to as ‘the Sides’; 

Aware of the their respective roles and responsibilities in implementing the European Agendas 

on Security and Migration and other strategic and policy documents within their respective 

mandates; 

Wishing to coordinate their actions within the framework of their respective mandates; 

Mindful of the Joint Statement of the European Parliament, the Council of the EU and the 

European Commission of 19 July 2012 on decentralised agencies and the Common Approach 

annexed to it; 

Having regard to the Regulation (EU) 2019/18961 of the European Parliament and of the 

Council on the European Border and Coast Guard and repealing Regulation (EU) 1052/2013 

of the European Parliament and of the Council and (EU) 2016/1624 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council (hereafter referred to as “European Border and Coast Guard 

Regulation”) and in particular Article 68 thereof;  

Having regard to Regulation (EU) 2015/2219 of the European Parliament and of the Council 

of 25 November 2015 on the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL) 

and replacing and repealing Council Decision 2005/681/JHA2 (hereafter referred to as 

“CEPOL Regulation”) and in particular Article 34 thereof; 

Considering the Cooperation Arrangement between Frontex and CEPOL, which entered into 

force on 25 June 2009; 

Whereas: 
1. This Working Arrangement received the Commission’s prior approval pursuant to 

Article 68(2) of the European Border and Coast Guard Regulation and 
2. Frontex is cognizant of the requirement to inform the European Parliament about its 

conclusion. 
 

Without prejudice to future developments in the concerned policy area; 

Have agreed as follows:  

 
1 OJ L 295, 14.11.2019, p. 1–131. 
2 OJ L 319, 4.12.2015, p. 1–20. 
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Section1 
 

Purpose  
 

1. The main purpose of this Working Arrangement is to structure the cooperation between 
the Sides in the field of law enforcement training. 
 

2. The Sides may also cooperate in administrative matters, procurement, HR matters, 
data protection and communication. 
 
 

Section 2 
 

Coordination and exchange of information on training activities  
in Member States and third countries 

 
1. When programming training activities in Member States and third countries, the Sides 

intend to consult each other in order to coordinate them, seek for synergies and avoid 
duplication of efforts. 
 

2. The Sides intend to periodically inform each other on their ongoing training activities 
in Member States and third countries in order to assess possibilities to implement 
activities jointly. 
 

3. The Sides intend to cooperate in strategic training needs assessments and analyses. 
 
 

Section 3 
 

Joint training activities  
in Member States and in third countries  

 
1. The Sides may implement joint law enforcement training activities. 

 
2. When possible, the joint training activities should be identified in their Cooperation 

Plan. 
 

3. In addition to the joint training activities, each Agency may, where appropriate, invite 
the other one to participate in any of its training activities. 
 

4. The Sides may cooperate within the scope of projects and training activities that either 
Side carries out in third countries. 
 
 

Section 4 
 

Training products and tools 
 

1. The Sides may cooperate on training products and tools, included but not limited to 
the development of new training products, such as curricula, courses and training 
materials and may mutually support each other in the development and delivery 
thereof, where appropriate. 
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2. The Sides may exchange strategic documents, expertise, best practices and research 
findings as regards training and capacity building activities.  
 
 

Section 5 
 

Experts and Trainers 
 

In compliance with Regulation 2018/1725 on the protection of natural persons with regard 
to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies 
and on the free movement of such data, the Sides may exchange information on officials, 
trainers, lecturers, researchers and other experts involved in their training and capacity 
building activities and endeavor to facilitate the mutual provision of experts and trainers 
from the Sides or their professional networks. 

 
 

Section 6 
 

Facilities and logistics 
 

The Sides may cooperate in terms of use of facilities and additional logistical support for 
the organisation and delivery of training and capacity building activities. 

 
 

Section 7 
 

Points of Contact  
 

1. For the implementation of this Working Arrangement, the designated points of contact 
are:  

- Frontex Institutional Partnership Unit  

- CEPOL External Relations Officer 

 
2. Where required, the Sides may decide to appoint ad hoc Points of Contact for specific 

cooperation activities and projects. 
 
 

Section 8 
 

Access to information systems 
 

The Sides may grant reciprocal access to their ICT-based training system, to the extent 
necessary for the achievement of the objectives of the present Working Arrangement. The 
modalities of the access may be indicated in the Cooperation Plan of the Sides.  

 
 

Section 9 
 

Cooperation in communication and on data protection 
 

1. The Sides may maintain regular contacts in the area of communication, share best 
practices and streamline, within their respective mandates, media alerts and 
responses to public inquiries. 
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2. The Sides may through their Data Protection Officers exchange lessons learnt and 

best practices with regard to the protection of personal data. 
 
 

Section10 
 

Annual Cooperation Plan, meetings and evaluation 
 

1. The Sides may develop an Annual Cooperation Plan in order to implement this 
Working Arrangement. 

 
2. In order to draft the Cooperation Plan and to evaluate the cooperation carried out, the 

Sides may meet at least once per year. 
 

3. The Sides may cooperate in training events organised by third parties.  
 

4. The Sides may attend each other’s events related to training. 
 
 

Section 11 
 

Expenses 
 
The Sides bear their own expenses arising from the implementation of this Working 
Arrangement unless otherwise agreed on a case-by-case basis. 

 
 

Article 12 
 

Combating fraud 
 

When implementing this Working Arrangement, Article 117 of the European Border and Coast 
Guard Regulation and Article 29 of the CEPOL regulation shall apply. 

 
 

Section 13 
Exchange of classified information  

 
The scope of this Working arrangement does not include classified information. If, within the 
process of cooperation, the Sides agree that they need to exchange EU classified information, 
a separate Administrative Arrangement establishing the procedural details will be concluded. 

 
 

Section 14 
 

Start of application 
 

1. This Working Arrangement shall apply from the day of its signature. 
 

2. From that day, it replaces the one of 25 June 2009. 
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In witness thereof, the Executive Directors of Frontex and CEPOL signed the Working 
Arrangement in two original copies, in English, on the dates and in the places indicated below, 
whereas both copies are to be considered as the original of this Working Arrangement.  
 

 
 
For Frontex             For CEPOL 
 
 
 
[signed]       [signed] 
 
 
Fabrice Leggeri      Detlef Schroeder 
Executive Director      Executive Director 

 
 
   Signed in Warsaw, on 21/10/2020                                 Signed in Budapest, on 21/10/2020 


