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Frontex, the European Border and Coast Guard 
Agency, is able to run operations in countries 
neighbouring the European Union in situations 
requiring increased operational assistance.  
On 22 May, the agency will launch its 

first operation outside the EU at the land 
border between Albania and Greece. 
It was launched at the request of Albanian 
authorities to support them with border 
management.

Equipment: Patrol cars, surveillance equipment, equipment to detect fraudulent 
documents

Personnel: 50 officers, including border surveillance officers, document experts, 
screening experts, stolen vehicles detection experts, interpreters and cultural mediators

Participating countries: Austria, Croatia, Czechia, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Latvia, the Netherlands, Romania, Poland and Slovenia
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OPERATION IN ALBANIA
Border control

Detection of 
people smugglers

Seizure of weapons 

Detection of fraudulent documents

MAIN AIMS

Seizure of drugs

        Finding stolen cars

Seizure of excise goods Combatting cross-border crime

FIRST JOINT OPERATION 
IN THE WESTERN BALKANS 

The main aim of the operation is to support border 
control, help tackle irregular migration, as well as 
cross-border crime, including migrant smuggling, 
trafficking in human beings and terrorism, and 
identify possible risks and threats related to security. 
Another goal is to exchange operational information, 
professional experiences and best practices. 

Officers deployed by Frontex will also support the 
detection of stolen vehicles, drugs and weapons, 
document checks and the identification and 
establishing the nationality of migrants. 
 
All activities, including border surveillance or checking 
documents, are performed by Frontex officers in the 
presence of an Albanian officer.



Frontex has been cooperating with Albania since 
2009, when the agency signed a working  
arrangement with the Ministry of Interior of Albania.  
It provides the basis for cooperation across all areas 

of Frontex mandate, ranging from joint analytical 
work, exchange of observers in operational areas  
and cooperation in training activities and return.

Before Frontex can launch an operation 
in a country neighbouring the EU, a Status 
Agreement signed between the EU and the 
respective non-EU country needs to be 
in place. The Status Agreement on border  
cooperation  

between the EU and Albania became 
operational on 1 May 2019 and is the first 
agreement on operational cooperation 
to be signed with a neighbouring non-EU 
country. 

All officers participating in Frontex activities 
are bound by a Code of Conduct, which lays 
down procedures intended to guarantee 
the principle of rule of law and the respect  
for fundamental rights. 

The operation also aims at identifying 
persons in need of international protection, 
victims of trafficking in human beings, 
unaccompanied minors and vulnerable 

persons

Legal Basis

Respect for fundamental rights
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Why is Frontex present in the Western Balkans?

€
Cooperation with the Western Balkan countries  
is a priority for Frontex. The agency supports them  
in complying with EU standards and best practices  
in border management and security. 
Frontex also has dedicated liaison officers to the 
region.

Migrants’ arrivals via the Eastern Mediterranean 
route and improved weather conditions continue  
to foster migratory flows via the Western Balkans.

The Greek land border with Albania has long been 
affected by irregular migration. So far this year, 741 
irregular border crossings were reported by 
the Albanian authorities at their border with Greece. 

Most of the migrants came from Syria, Pakistan and 
Iraq. 

The Greek-Albanian border is mainly affected by two 
phenomena:

• Circular migration of Albanian nationals who  
entered Greece illegally with the intention  
of finding work in the black labour market and 
non-regional migrants who entered Greece illegally 
from Turkey, via sea or land, 

• Non-regional migrants who continued their  
journey via Greece and Albania to other  
EU Member States crossing the Western Balkans. 


