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For more information, 
please see the Final Report, coming 2022

The continuously growing pressure on natural resources will be among the top challenges of future generations.

Circular economy refers to a leading sustainable paradigm designed to decouple economic growth from resource use. It

is an economic system of closed loops, in which raw materials, components and products lose their value as little as

possible, renewable energy sources are used, and systems thinking is placed at the core. Instead of discarding assets

after only one product cycle, new ways to continually re-acquire and reintroduce these assets to market are developed.

The principles of circular economy apply to organizations in

the public sector as much as the private sector, as the

resources used represent the same environmental impact.

For the EBCG to reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions

attributable to resource use, implementation of circular

economy initiatives is essential. It has been estimated that

up to 20% of the total emissions we must mitigate by 2050

can be mitigated through circular economy alone.

Circular initiatives include measures such as: 

• Re-designing products with reduced mass 
• Incorporating secondary raw materials obtained 

through recycling
• Reducing process and production waste
• Promoting re-use, improving collection, and 

increasing recycling 
• Extending the life of products through repair and 

maintenance

For the EBCG, these initiatives could assess and target

areas of significant resource use such as equipment,

uniforms, vehicles, vessels, and daily operational tools

and materials.

Insight No. 4 – Circular Economy

Making the resources we use go the extra mile does more than just increase our 
resilience and protect our budgets. It is essential in meeting the EU’s long-term 
environmental goals. 
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