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Service provider

Frontex commissioned Steinbeis 2i to undertake this research study. 
Steinbeis 2i will work closely with three other subcontracted 
companies experienced in technology foresight and biometrics, which are 
4CF, ERREQUADRO and WAT. On Frontex’s side, the Border Security 
Research Observatory, within the Research and Innovation Unit, will remain 
in charge of the management of the project, which began in January 2021 
and that will last up to 8 months. 

If you have any questions regarding this research study please contact the 
Research and Innovation Unit at research@frontex.europa.eu. 

Objective

In December 2020, Frontex Research and Innovation finalized an open 
procurement procedure for the provision of a Technology Foresight 
Research Study on Biometrics for the Future of Travel. The main 
objective of this research is the delivery of a study on the future of 
biometrics for its implementation in border control systems that may 
benefit the work of the European Border and Coast Guard (EBCG) 
community in a short (1-5 years), medium (5-10 years) and long term (10+ 
years) perspective. 

Purpose

The obtained findings will support Frontex in identifying specific research 
and innovation initiatives which could accelerate the integration of novel 
biometrics-enabled technological solutions for border checks. This 
study will provide knowledge on how to maximize future benefits of 
biometrics technology in the border management environment while 
minimizing its risks and ensuring full compliance with the existing legal, 
ethical and technological constraints.

Deliverables

The general objectives of this research will be achieved by producing a 
research study that will include the prioritization and roadmapping of 
emerging relevant biometric technologies with the strongest potential to 
influence the strategic components of the Integrated Border Management 
and the work of Border Guards themselves.

The research study will also produce comprehensive tailored TF 
methodology and supporting tools, properly adapted to Frontex 
capabilities and organization. Furthermore, it will deliver a technology 
taxonomy for biometrics and biometrics-enabled technological systems. 
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